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to the power of France. For this end we entered into a
long war, of which we still languish under the conse-
quences, squandered the lives of our countrymen, and
mortgaged the possessions of our posterity., For failing in
the prosecution of this purpose, for leaving France too
formidable, and neglecting the interests of the emperour,
was the treaty of Utrecht censured, and the authors of it
prosecuted by the present minister; but how much he has
improved the errours of his predecessors to his own advan-
tage, how diligent he has been to rectify the miscarriages
of their conduct, and supply the defect, I shall endeavour
to explain.

It is well known, my lords, that during the regency of
the duke of Orleans, we had nothing to apprehend from
French machinations; his interest, a tie which that nation
is seldom found to break, held him steady to his engage-
ments with us; nor is it less known how much he dis-
trusted Spain, and how little, by consequence, he favoured
her. We had, at that time, no necessity of anxiously at-
tending to every whisper of the French court, which was
sufficiently engaged in regulating their domestick affairs,
and repairing the ruins qf a destructive war; but, my
lords, we ought to observe, that it had been happy for us
had our minister laboured with equal address at the same,
employment.

After the death of this duke, the affairs of France were
restored to their former situation, her old schemes were
revived, her ancient alliances cultivated, and her general
interest pursued. Spain was again considered as the
power which had the same views with her, and which
could never rival, but might always assist her.

This alliance, my lords, was intended to have been un-
alterably confirmed by a marriage, but as no human policy
can form measures certain of success, ati irreconcilable
hatred was nearly produced by the measure intended to
confirm a settled and indissoluble friendship. The infanta
was sent back after her arrival in France, an affront which
no nation would soon have forgot, but which the general
character and habitual sentiments of the Spaniards in-